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Description 

The present invention relates to methods and apparatus for the manufacture of products of a particulate nature, 
and to the products of such methods. In particular, the invention relates to such methods and apparatus using super- 
critical fluids to enable the controlled formation of particulate products, such as pharmaceutical products for example. 

The use of supercritical fluids (SCFs) and the properties thereof has been extensively documented; see for 
instance, J.W. Tom and P.G. Debenedetti, "Particle Formation with Supercritical Fluids -A Review", J. Aerosol. Sci., 22 
(5). 555-584 (1991). Briefly, a supercritical fluid can be defined as a fluid at or above its critical pressure (Pc) and critical 
temperature (Tc) simultaneously. Such fluids have been of considerable interest, not least because of their unique prop- 
erties. These characteristics include: 

High diffusivity, low viscosity and low surface tension compared with liquids. 

Large compressibility of supercritical fluids compared with the ideal gas - implies large changes in fluid density for 
slight changes in pressure, which in turn results in highly controllable solvation power. Supercritical fluid densities 
typically range from 0.1-0.9 g/ml under normal working conditions. Thus, selective extraction with one supercritical 
fluid is possible. 

* Many supercritical fluids are normally gases under ambient conditions, which eliminates the evaporation/concen- 
tration step needed in conventional liquid extraction. 

Most of the commonly used supercritical fluids create non-oxidising or non-degrading atmospheres for sensitive 
and thermolabile compounds, due to their inertness and the moderate temperatures used in routine working con- 
ditions. Carbon dioxide is the most extensively used SCF due to its cheapness, non-tcxicity, non-f lammability and 
low critical temperature. 

These characteristics have led to the development of several techniques of extraction and particle formation utilis- 
ing supercritical fluids. In particular, two processing methods have been identified for particle formation. 

Rapid Expansion of Supercritical Solution (RESS) (see, for instance, J.W. Tom and P.G. Debenedetti. supra) 
involves the dissolution of the solute of interest in the supercritical fluid, followed by rapid expansion of the supercritical 
solution to atmospheric pressure, resulting in the precipitation of particles. 

Gas Anti Solvent (GAS) RecrystaJlisation (P.M. Gallagher et a), Supercritical Fluid Science and Technology, ACS 
Symp. Ser.. 406. p334 (1989)) is particularly useful in situations when the solid of interest does not dissolve in. or has 
a very low solubility in. a supercritical fluid or a modified supercritical fluid. In this technique, the solute of interest is dis- 
solved in a conventional solvent. A supercritical fluid such as carbon dioxide is introduced into the solution, leading to 
a rapid expansion of its volume. As a result, the solvent power decreases dramatically over a short period of time, trig- 
gering the precipitation of particles. 

Both of these techniques, when applied to particle formation, have their limitations. When using RESS, the product 
yield is usually low due to the low solubility of many polar solutes (e.g. many pharmaceutical products) in supercritical 
carbon dioxide under normal working conditions. This, together with difficulties in collecting the products, makes the 
technique time consuming and unattractive as a method of routine particle formation. In practice, the combination of the 
high energy requirements of RESS and its low yield has greatly limited the application of this technique. 

Regarding GAS, the selection of solutes, solvents and the supercritical fluid requires careful consideration. The sol- 
ubility of the solute in the sub/supercritical fluid should be low whilst, at the same time, the sub/supercritical fluid should 
expand the solvent appreciably. These operating criteria, in addition to experimental difficulties and high energy costs, 
have limited the use of this technique, as have problems with product recovery and solvent recovery/recycling every 
time the system is depressurised; see for instance P.M. Gallagher et. a!., J Supercritical Fluids, 5, 130-142 (1992). 

The limitations of the RESS and GAS techniques are such that it is generally considered that these approaches to 
routine particle formation should only be used when all conventional methods prove inadequate. 

The concept of spraying liquid mixtures into supercritical fluids such as carbon dioxide, or vice versa, has been 
employed in extraction procedures involving solvents for a decade (see for instance R.J. Lahiere & J.R. Fair in Ind. Eng. 
Chem. Res. t & 2086-2092 (1987)). 

More recently. US Patent Number 5.043.280 describes a method for the manufacture of a preparation comprising 
a substance or substances, such as a medically useful substance, and a carrier or carriers, such as a pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable carrier, which avoids or lacks a solvent residue, or at least reduces the solvent residue to a toxicologically 
harmless amount. The method essentially involves the use of a fluid, at a supercritical state when introduced into a 
spray tower, to extract a solvent from sprayed solutions) of a substance and a carrier, to form a sterile product contain- 
ing the substance embedded in the carrier. It should be noted, however, that the method has no means for controlling 
the physical properties of the particulate products formed. 

In many fields, and especially in the fields of pharmaceuticals, photographic materials, ceramics, explosives and 
dyes, there is a need for techniques whereby a product may be obtained with consistent and controlled physical criteria. 
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including particle size and shape, quality of the crystalline phase, chemical purity and enhanced handling and fluidising 
properties. 

In addition, it would be advantageous to be able to prepare micron-sized particles directly without the need to mill 
products to this size range. Such milling leads to associated problems such as increased static charge and enhanced 
5 particle cohesrveness. as well as reduced yield of product. 

There is therefore provided, in a first aspect of the present invention, an apparatus according to claim 1 
As used herein, the term "supercritical fluid" means a fluid substantially at or above its critical pressure (Pc) and 
critical temperature (Tc) simultaneously. In practice, the pressure of the fluid is likely to be in the range 1 .01 Pc - 7.0Pc, 
and its temperature in the range 1.01Tc - 4.0Tc. 
10 The term "vehicle" means a fluid which dissolves a solid or solids, to form a solution, or which forms a suspension 
of a solid or solids which do not dissolve or have a low solubility in the fluid. The vehicle can be composed of one or 
more fluids. 

As used herein, the term "supercritical solution" means a supercritical fluid which has extracted and dissolved a 
vehicle as defined above. 

is The term "dispersion" means the formation of droplets of the vehicle containing at least one substance in solution 
or suspension. 

The term "particulate product" includes products in a single-component or multi-component (e.g. intimate mixtures 
or one component in a matrix of another) form. 

It will be appreciated that, where necessary, the apparatus of the present invention may additionally comprise a 
20 means for the collection of the particulate product for example, a means, such as a filter, for the retention of the product 
in the particle formation vessel, thus to reduce loss of the product together with the resultant supercritical solution. An 
alternative means may involve a cyclone separating device. 

In one embodiment of the invention, the apparatus may include means for recovering the fluid mixture remaining 
after particle formation from the particle formation vessel, means for separating the components of the mixture, and 
25 optionally means for recycling one or more of said components back into the apparatus, so as to increase its overall 
efficiency. 

It will be further appreciated that the apparatus may comprise more than one particle formation vessel and/or 
means for the collection of the particulate product, thereby allowing for the substantially continuous operation of the 
apparatus through simple switching from one particle formation vessel or collection vessel to another as required. Such 

30 adaptation for continuous operation represents a further embodiment of the present invention. 

The apparatus described above, and its use, provide the opportunity for manufacturing dry particulate products 
with controlled particle size and shape, by offering control over the working conditions, especially the pressure, utilising, 
for example, an automated back-pressure regulator such as model number 880-81 produced by Jasco Inc. Such an 
improved control eliminates pressure fluctuation across the particle formation vessel and ensures a more uniform dis- 

35 persion of the vehicle by the supercritical fluid, with narrow droplet size distribution during the particle formation proc- 
ess. There is little or no chance that the dispersed droplets will reunite to form larger droplets since the dispersion 
occurs by the action of the supercritical fluid which also ensures thorough mixing with the vehicle and rapidly removes 
the vehicle from the substance(s) of interest, leading to particle formation. 

The simultaneous co-introduction of the vehicle containing at least one substance in solution or suspension and the 

40 supercritical fluid, achievable using the apparatus of the invention, allows a high degree of control of parameters such 
as temperature, pressure and flow rate, of both vehicle and supercritical fluid, at the exact point when they come into 
contact with one another. 

Further advantages for particles formed using apparatus according to the present invention include control over the 
quality of the crystalline and polymorphic phases, since the particles will experience the same stable conditions of tern- 

45 perature and pressure when formed, as well as the potential for enhanced purity. This latter feature can be attributed to 
the high selectivity of supercritical fluids under different working conditions, enabling the extraction of one or more impu- 
rities from the vehicle containing the substance of interest. 

Moreover, the co-introduction of the vehicle and supercritical fluid, leading to simultaneous dispersion and particle 
formation, allow particle formation to be earned out. if desired, at temperatures at or above the boiling point of the vehi- 

so cle. something not possible using known supercritical fluid particle formation techniques. This enables operation in tem- 
perature and pressure domains which were previously inaccessible, which in turn can allow the formation of products, 
or particular forms of products, that previously could not have been achieved. This, together with the high degree of con- 
trol of the operating conditions made possible by the present invention, means that its uses could be extremely wide- 
ranging and its versatility of value in many fields. 

55 A further advantage of the apparatus of the invention is that it can allow particle formation to occur in a completely 
closed environment, i.e. in a closed particle formation vessel. The apparatus can be sealed from the atmosphere, mak- 
ing it easy to maintain sterile operating conditions and reducing the risk of environmental pollution, and it can also be 
kept free of oxygen, moisture or other relevant contaminants. The particle formation vessel can also easily be made 
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lioSTACK: particular use for the preparation of photosensitive products such as for use in the photographic industry. 

Th. m«m R w th« co-introduction of the supercritical fluid and the vehicle into the part «e formafionv^er alleys 
to .-dictionary- >-d with concurrent directions of flow, and takes the form of a coaxial nozzle. This ensures no con- 
ta^JSSLc ~....ed particles and the vehicle around the nozzle tip *™ ^"™«™nrl^^^ 
final product size and shape. Extra control over the dispersed droplet size, in add.ton to hat provried by the ^ nozzle 
dSqn^y be achieved by controlling the flow rates of the supercritical fluid and the vehicle into the park* M 
veS' AHhe sametme retaining the particles in the vessel eliminates the potential for contact with the vehicle that 
n^otherl^e pSet d^ressuSing the supercritical solution. Such contact would affect the shape and size. 

vehicle the pa'nSe formation vessel comprises a nozzle the outlet end of ^ »^ £ 
the vessel the nozzle having coaxial passages which terminate adjacent to one another at the outlet end. at least one 
ol*eTiis^o carry a f foTof the supercrWcal fluid, and at least one of the passages serving to carry a ffow 
of the vehicle in which a substance is dissolved or suspended. , _ tn ._.„ 

Preferably, the opening at the outlet end (tip) of the nozzle will have a diameter ,n the range <rf 0.05 £ 2mm more 
preferahty beLen 0 1 ari 0.3mm. typically about 0.2mm. The angle of taper of the cxrtet endw.il depend on the 
Sesired velocity of the fluids introduced through the nozzle; an increase in the angle may * »^ * "^J* 
increase the velocity of the supercritical fluid introduced through the nozzle and hence to increase the amount of phys 
SSartbet^en^e ^critical fluid and the vehicle. Typically (although not necessarily) the angle. top* will 
SinTe ra^f about 10°to about 50=. preferably between about 20° and about 40°, more preferably about 30°. The 
nozzle may be made of any appropriate material, for ©cample stainless steel. 

Inc^en^imemTthT^rrtion, the nozzle has two coaxial passages, an inner and an outenln 
ferred embodiment, the nozzle has three coaxial passages, an inner, an intermediate and an oute rTh« '^tor **gn 
3 tows oSeT versatility in use of the apparatus, since if necessary two vehicles may be introduced into the particle for- 
mSJ, veSS wSe supercritical fluid proved dispersion and finer particles can also be obtained rf such a nozzle 
^So^eaflcwcfthevehidesa^ch^ 

tois^srawe^toat^oto sides of the vehicle are exposed to the supercritical fluid. It is, however, to be appreciated that the 
nozzle may have any appropriate number of coaxial passages. 

■SieTmerna. diam^rs of the coaxial passages may be chosen as appropriate for ^ £^ ™ « 
ratus Typically, the ratio of the internal diameters of the outer and the inner passages may be in the range , of from 2 to 
5 P TefS between about 3 and 5. Where an intermediate passage is included the ratio of toe internal ^meters of 
toe outer and intermediate passages may be in the range of from 1 to 3. P^^^^l^ 3° and 4 

Particular examples of such coaxial nozzles, and their typical dimensions, are .Hustled in Figures 3V 3B and 1 4. 

The terieratZ of the particle formation vessel may be maintained (preferably *>. °C) by m^r« of a heatng 
iackeTor moTe preferably, an wen. The pressure of the particle formation vessel is convergent* ma.nta.ned (Preferatty 

tor example, manufacturers of supercritical fluid extraction equipment, tor instance from Jasco Inc.. Japan. 
In a second aspect of toe present invention, there is provided a method according to claim 8 
In a parSculariTpreferred embodiment of the second aspect, co-introduction of toe supercritical fluid and the vehi- 
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me present invention relates to methods and apparatus tor ther^ureot ^ - ^ 
. ™ 51 TorS Tp^DSSed^ ftSISSSl. SupercrKca. Buids -A Review". J. ^JcL ZZ 
erties. These characteristics include: 

* High diffusivity. low viscosity and low surface te ™™ |arge changes in fluid density for 

* Larae compressibility of supercritical fluids compared with the ideal gas - implies large cnanges d 

low critical temperature. 

These characteristics have led to the development of several techniques of extraction and partde formation utilis- 
^JS^on^ 

solution to atmospheric pressure, resulting in the P r ^^ r ^^ rt ^ ererjtical Fluid g^nce and Technology. ACS 

gering the precipitator! of particles^ formation have their limitations. When using RESS. the product 

Both of these techniques, when applied to particle t ° rwa ^T^ ™™ nharmaceutoal products) in supercritical 
yield is usually low due to the low solubility of many polar ^^SSS CpiSucts. makes the 
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routine particle formation shouW only be used f^^S SSSS vice versa, has been 
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including particle size and shape, quality of the crystalline phase, chemical purity and enhanced handling and fluidising 
properties. 

In addition, it would be advantageous to be able to prepare micron-sized particles directly without the need to mill 
products to this size range. Such milling leads to associated problems such as increased static charge and enhanced 
particle cohesiveness, as well as reduced yield of product. 

There is therefore provided, in a first aspect of the present invention, an apparatus according to claim 1 

As used herein, the term "supercritical fluid" means a fluid substantially at or above its critical pressure (Pc) and 
critical temperature (Tc) simultaneously. In practice, the pressure of the fluid is likely to be in the range 1 .01 Pc - 7.0Pc, 
and its temperature in the range 1.01Tc - 4.0Tc. 

The term "vehicle" means a fluid which dissolves a solid or solids, to form a solution, or which forms a suspension 
of a solid or solids which do not dissolve or have a low solubility in the fluid. The vehicle can be composed of one or 
more fluids. 

As used herein, the term "supercritical solution" means a supercritical fluid which has extracted and dissolved a 
vehicle as defined above. 

The term "dispersion" means the formation of droplets of the vehicle containing at least one substance in solution 
or suspension. 

The term "particulate product" includes products in a single-component or multi-component (e.g. intimate mixtures 
or one component in a matrix of another) form 

It will be appreciated that where necessary, the apparatus of the present invention may additionally comprise a 
means for the collection of the particulate product, for example, a means, such as a filter, for the retention of the product 
in the particle formation vessel, thus to reduce loss of the product together with the resultant supercritical solution. An 
alternative means may involve a cyclone separating device. 

In one embodiment of the invention, the apparatus may include means for recovering the fluid mixture remaining 
after particle formation from the particle formation vessel, means for separating the components of the mixture, and 
optionally means for recycling one or more of said components back into the apparatus, so as to increase its overall 
efficiency. 

It will be further appreciated that the apparatus may comprise more than one particle formation vessel and/or 
means for the collection of the particulate product, thereby allowing for the substantially continuous operation of the 
apparatus through simple switching from one particle formation vessel or collection vessel to another as required. Such 
adaptation for continuous operation represents a further embodiment of the present invention. 

The apparatus described above, and its use, provide the opportunity for manufacturing dry particulate products 
with controlled particle size and shape, by offering control over the working conditions, especially the pressure, utilising, 
for example, an automated back-pressure regulator such as model number 880-81 produced by Jasco Inc. Such an 
improved control eliminates pressure fluctuation across the particle formation vessel and ensures a more uniform dis- 
persion of the vehicle by the supercritical fluid, with narrow droplet size distribution during the particle formation proc- 
ess. There is little or no chance that the dispersed droplets will reunite to form larger droplets since the dispersion 
occurs by the action of the supercritical fluid which also ensures thorough mixing with the vehicle and rapidly removes 
the vehicle from the substance(s) of interest, leading to particle formation. 

The simultaneous co-introduction of the vehicle containing at least one substance in solution or suspension and the 
supercritical fluid, achievable using the apparatus of the invention, allows a high degree of control of parameters such 
as temperature, pressure and flow rate, of both vehicle and supercritical fluid, at the exact point when they come into 
contact with one another. 

Further advantages for particles formed using apparatus according to the present invention include control over the 
quality of the crystalline and polymorphic phases, since the particles will experience the same stable conditions of tem- 
perature and pressure when formed, as well as the potential for enhanced purity. This latter feature can be attrfcuted to 
the high selectivity of supercritical fluids under different working conditions, enabling the extraction of one or more impu- 
rities from the vehicle containing the substance of interest. 

Moreover, the co-introduction of the vehicle and supercritical fluid, leading to simultaneous dispersion and particle 
formation, allow particle formation to be carried out, if desired, at temperatures at or above the boiling point of the vehi- 
cle, something not possible using known supercritical fluid particle formation techniques. This enables operation in tem- 
perature and pressure domains which were previously inaccessible, which in turn can allow the formation of products, 
or particular forms of products, that previously could not have been achieved. This, together with the high degree of con- 
trol of the operating conditions made possible by the present invention, means that its uses could be extremely wide- 
ranging and its versatility of value in many fields. 

A further advantage of the apparatus of the invention is that it can allow particle formation to occur in a completely 
closed environment, i.e. in a closed particle formation vessel. The apparatus can be sealed from the atmosphere, mak- 
ing it easy to maintain sterile operating conditions and reducing the risk of environmental pollution, and it can also be 
kept free of oxygen, moisture or other relevant contaminants. The particle formation vessel can also easily be made 
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light-free, of particular use for the preparation of photosensitive products such as for use in the photographic industry. 

The means for the co-introduction of the supercritical fluid and the vehicle into the particle formation vessel allows 
for them to be introduced with concurrent directions of flow, and takes the form of a coaxial nozzle. This ensures no con- 
tact between the formed particles and the vehicle around the nozzle tip area. Such contact would reduce control of the 

5 final product size and shape. Extra control over the dispersed droplet size, in addition to that provided by the nozzle 
design, may be achieved by controlling the flow rates of the supercritical fluid and the vehicle into the particle formation 
vessel. At the same time, retaining the particles in the vessel eliminates the potential for contact with the vehicle that 
might otherwise take place on depressurising the supercritical solution. Such contact would affect the shape and size, 
and potentially the yield, of the product. 

w Thus, in the apparatus of the present invention, the means for the co-introduction of the supercritical fluid and the 
vehicle into the particle formation vessel comprises a nozzle the outlet end of which communicates with the interior of 
the vessel, the nozzle having coaxial passages which terminate adjacent to one another at the outlet end, at least one 
of the passages serving to carry a flow of the supercritical fluid, and at least one of the passages serving to carry a flow 
of the vehicle in which a substance is dissolved or suspended. 

is Preferably, the opening at the outlet end (tip) of the nozzle will have a diameter in the range of 0.05 to 2mm, more 
preferably between 0.1 and 0.3mm, typically about 0.2mm. The angle of taper of the outlet end will depend on the 
desired velocity of the fluids introduced through the nozzle; an increase in the angle may be used, for instance, to 
increase the velocity of the supercritical fluid introduced through the nozzle and hence to increase the amount of phys- 
ical contact between the supercritical fluid and the vehicle. Typically (although not necessarily), the angle of taper will 

20 be in the range of about 1 0° to about 50°. preferably between about 20° and about 40°, more preferably about 30°. The 
nozzle may be made of any appropriate material, for example stainless steel. 

In one embodiment of the invention, the nozzle has two coaxial passages, an inner and an outer. In another, pre- 
ferred, embodiment, the nozzle has three coaxial passages, an inner, an intermediate and an outer. This latter design 
allows greater versatility in use of the apparatus, since if necessary two vehicles may be introduced into the particle for- 

25 mation vessel with the supercritical fluid. Improved dispersion and finer particles can also be obtained if such a nozzle 
is used to introduce a flow of the vehicle sandwiched between an inner and an outer flow of the supercritical fluid, since 
this ensures that both sides of the vehicle are exposed to the supercritical fluid. It is, however, to be appreciated that the 
nozzle may have any appropriate number of coaxial passages. 

The internal diameters of the coaxial passages may be chosen as appropriate for any particular use of the appa- 

30 ratus. Typically, the ratio of the internal diameters of the outer and the inner passages may be in the range of from 2 to 
5, preferably between about 3 and 5. Where an intermediate passage is included, the ratio of the internal diameters of 
the outer and intermediate passages may be in the range of from 1 to 3, preferably between about 1 .4 and 1 .8. 

Particular examples of such coaxial nozzles, and their typical dimensions, are illustrated in Figures 3A. 3B and 4. 
The temperature of the particle formation vessel may be maintained (preferably ±0.1 °C) by means of a heating 

35 jacket or, more preferably, an oven. The pressure of the particle formation vessel is conveniently maintained (preferably 
±2 bar) by means of a back-pressure regulator. It will be appreciated that such apparatus will be readily available from, 
for example, manufacturers of supercritical fluid extraction equipment, for instance, from Jasco Inc., Japan. 
In a second aspect of the present invention, there is provided a method according to claim 8 
In a particularly preferred embodiment of the second aspect, co-introduction of the supercritical fluid and the vehi- 

40 cle containing a substance in solution or suspension is effected using a nozzle of coaxial design. Generally, the method 
of the second aspect is preferably carried out using apparatus according to the first aspect of the present invention. 

Suitable chemicals for use as supercritical fluids in the present invention include carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide, sul- 
phur hexaf iuoride, xenon, ethylene, chtorotrffluoromethane, ethane and trifluoromethane. Particularly preferred is car- 
bon dioxide. 

45 The supercritical fluid may optionally contain one or more modifiers, for example, but not limited to, methanol, eth- 
anol, isopropanol or acetone. When used, the modifier preferably constitutes not more than 20%. and more particularly 
constitutes between 1 and 10%. of the supercritical fluid. 

The term "modifier is well known to those persons skilled in the art. A modifier (or co-solvent) may be described 
as a fluid which, when added to a supercritical fluid, changes the intrinsic properties of the supercritical fluid in or 
so around the critical point 

It will be appreciated that the choice of vehicle for the substancefs) of which the product is to be formed will be 
dependent upon the particular substance(s). Thus, where the substance is to be handled as a solution it should be sol- 
uble in the chosen vehicle, and the chosen vehicle should be soluble in the chosen supercritical fluid. The choice of a 
suitable combination of supercritical fluid, modifier (where desired) and vehicle for any desired product will be well 
55 within the capabilities of a person of ordinary skill in the art. 

In one embodiment of the present invention, the product to be formed is a pharmaceutical compound. For example, 
as illustrated herein, the solid may be salmeterol xinafoate, in which case a suitable solvent may be. for example, meth- 
anol, ethanol, isopropanol, acetone or any mixture thereof. However, the product may in fact be any desired particulate 
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product, for instance a product of use in the ceramics, explosives or photographic industries; a foodstuff; a dye; etc... 

Control of parameters such as size and shape in the particulate product will be dependent upon the operating con- 
ditions used when carrying out the method of the invention. Variables include the flow rates of the supercritical fluid 
and/or the vehicle containing the substance(s), the concentration of the substances) in the vehicle, and the tempera- 
5 ture and pressure inside the particle formation vessel. 

It will also be appreciated that the precise conditions of operation will be dependent upon the choice of supercritical 
fluid and whether or not modifiers are present. Table 1, for instance, lists the critical pressures and temperatures for 
some selected fluids: 

10 

Table 1 



15 



Fluid 


Pc (bar) 


Tc(°C) 


carbon dioxide 


74 


31 


nitrous oxide 


72 


36 


sulphur hexafluoride 


37 


45 


xenon 


58 


16 


ethylene 


51 


10 


chlorotrifluoromethane 


39 


29 


ethane 


48 


32 


trifluoromethane 


47 


26 



25 

In practice, it may be preferable to maintain the pressure inside the particle formation vessel substantially in excess 
of the Pc (for instance. 100-300 bar for carbon dioxide) whilst the temperature is slightly above the Tc (e.g. 40-60°C for 
carbon dioxide). 

30 The flow rates of the supercritical fluid and/or the vehicle may also be controlled so as to achieve a desired particle 
size, shape and/or form. Typically, the ratio of the vehicle flow rate to the supercritical fluid flow rate will be between 
0.001 and 0.1, preferably between 0.01 and 0.07, more preferably around 0.03. 

The method of the invention preferably additionally involves collecting the particulate product following its forma- 
tion. It may also involve recovering the supercritical solution formed, separating the components of the solution and 
35 recycling one or more of those components for future use. 

The present invention will now be described, by means of examples, with reference to the accompanying illustrative 
figures, in which: 

Figure 1 shows a schematic design of an apparatus according to the f irst aspect of the present invention. 

40 

Figures 2A and 2B show schematic designs of alternative apparatuses according to the first aspect. 

Figure 3A shows a cross-section of a coaxial nozzle for use in the apparatus of the present invention. 

45 Figure 3B shows a longitudinal section of the tip of the coaxial nozzle of Figure 3A. 

Figure 4 shows a longitudinal section of the tip of an alternative coaxial nozzle for use in the apparatus of the inven- 
tion. 

so Figure 5 is a differential scanning calorimetry (DSC) profile of conventionally crystallised salmeterol xinafoate. 

Figure 6 is a DSC proffle of Polymorph I of salmeterol xinafoate. as prepared in Example 2. 

Figure 7 is an X-ray powder diffraction (XRD) pattern of Polymorph I of salmeterol xinafoate. as prepared in Exam- 
55 pie 2. 

Figure 8 is a DSC profile of Polymorph II of salmeterol xinafoate. as prepared in Example 2. 
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Figure 9 is an expanded XRD pattern of Polymorph II of salmeterol xinafoate, as prepared in Example 2. 

Figures 10 to 13 are DSC profiles and XRD patterns showing a mixed phase status of Polymorph I and II of salm- 
eterol xinafoate, obtained by varying the operating conditions in Example 2. 

Figures 14 to 18 are scanning electron microscopy (SEM) photographs of salmeterol xinafoate. as prepared in 
Example 3. 

Figures 19 to 21 are SEM photographs of salmeterol xinafoate, as prepared in Example 4. 

Figure 22 is a DSC profile of salmeterol xinafoate deposited onto silicon dioxide fumed particles, as prepared in 
example d. 

Figure 23 is a DSC profile of salmeterol xinafoate. as prepared in Example 5. for comparison. 

Figure 24 is an XRD pattern of salmeterol xinafoate deposited onto silicon dioxide fumed particles, as prepared in 
txampie 5. 

Figure 25 is an XRD pattern of salmeterol xinafoate. as prepared in Example 5, for comparison. 

Figure 26 is a longitudinal cross-section through a particle formation vessel for use in apparatus according to the 
first aspect of the present invention. 

Figures 27A-F show the components of the vessel of Figure 26. 

Figures 28 and 29 are SEM photographs of salmeterol xinafoate. prepared according to Example 6. 

Figure 30 is an XRD pattern for the salmeterol xinafoate prepared according to Example 6. 

Figures 31-33 are graphs showing the effects of operating conditions on product particle size, when carrying out a 
method in accordance with the invention. 

Figure 34 is an XRD pattern for salmeterol xinafoate prepared according to Example 8. 

Srt^olto^^" 0 PatternS for matrices of salm eterol xinafoate and hydroxypropylcellulose prepared 

Figures 37 and 38 are HPLC chromatograms for pure salmeterol xinafoate and pure salicylic acid respectively as 
used in Example 13. 



Figure 39 is a HPLC chromatogram for the sample of salmeterol xinafoate and salicylic acid used in Example 13. 
Figure 40 is a HPLC chromatogram for the product prepared according to Example 13. 
45 Figure 41 is an SEM micrograph of lactose prepared according to Example 14. at 270 bar and 70*C. 
Figure 42 is an XRD pattern for the sample shown in Figure 41 . 

Figure 43 is an SEM micrograph of lactose prepared according to Example 14. at 150 bar and 50°C. 
Figure 44 is an XRD pattern for the sample shown in Figure 43. 

acmSng 5 i^^Z^S BD for matrices <* salmeterol xinafoate and hydroxypropylcellulose prepared 

Figures 47 and 48 are SEM photographs of salmeterol xinafoate produced according to Example 17. 
There follows a detailed description of preferred embodiments of the present invention with reference to Figures 1 - 
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4. Figures 1 and 2 are simplified diagrammatic flow sheets of apparatus according to the present invention, and Figures 
3 A, 3B and 4 show nozzles which may be used therein. 

Referring firstly to Figure 1 . the apparatus shown includes a particle formation vessel 6. This is typically a standard 
reaction vessel, for instance of the type available from Keystone Scientific Inc., of an appropriate capacity for the par- 
5 ticular use to which it is to be put. The temperature and pressure of the vessel are maintained at a constant desired 
level, by means of an oven 7 and back-pressure regulator 8, respectively. 

In use, the system is initially pressurised and stable working conditions are met A suitable gas, for example, carbon 
dioxide, is fed from source 1 via conduit 1 1 to a cooler 2, to ensure liqu'rf ication. and is fed by conduit 1 2 to a pump 4. 
From there it is fed by conduit 1 3 to the vessel 6 via a nozzle 20. A solution or dispersion of a solid of interest, for exam- 
10 pie, salmeterol xinafoate, in a suitable vehicle, for example methanol, is drawn from source 5 by a conduit 14 to a pump 
3 and is fed by conduit 1 5 to the vessel 6 via nozzle 20. 

The nozzle 20 may be as shown in either Figure 3 (A and B) or Figure 4. That shown in Figure 3 comprises coaxial 
inner and outer tubes 30 and 40, respectively. These define an inner passage 31 and an outer passage 41 . The tubes 

30 and 40 have conical ly tapering end portions 32 and 42. respectively. The tips of the end portions 32 and 42 define 
is respective orifices 33 and 43, with the orifice 43 being a short distance downstream of the orifice 33. As indicated in 

Figure 3B, the angle of taper of the end portion 42 is about 30° in this (non-limiting) example. 

The alternative nozzle illustrated in Figure 4 comprises three coaxial tubes 50, 60 and 70 which define an inner 
passage 51 , an intermediate passage 61 and an outer passage 71 respectively. Tubes 60 and 70 have conical fy taper- 
ing end portions 62 and 72. the angle of taper of the end portion 72 being about 30° in this example. 

20 The nozzle of Figure 4 allows three fluids to be introduced into the vessel 6 at the same time, leading to greater 
versatility in use of the apparatus. For instance, it is possfole to add through one of the three passages a desired carrier 
or other additive intended to form part of, or be mixed with, the final particulate product. The additive is then dispersed 
simultaneously with the substance of primary interest. Also, in situ reactions may be carried out immediately prior to dis- 
persion by the supercritical fluid, by introducing two or more reactarrts in two separate vehicles through two of the noz- 

25 zle passages, the reaction occurring at the passage outlets either immediately prior to. or on, dispersion. 

Alternatively, the nozzle of Figure 4 may be used to introduce a flow of the vehicle (passage 61) sandwiched 
between an inner and an outer flow of the supercritical fluid (passages 51 and 71). This leads to improved dispersion 
of the vehicle, and hence to greater control over, and uniformity of, particle size in the final product; indeed it makes pos- 
sible the formation of finer products than may be achieved using a two-passage nozzle. 

30 In the nozzle shown, inner tube 50 has an internal diameter of 0.25mm; intermediate tube 60 has an interna) diam- 
eter of 0.53mm; and outer tube 70 has an internal diameter of 0.8mm and an outside diameter of 1 .5mm. The tip open- 
ing (73) has an internal diameter of 0.2mm. The tubes are all made of stainless steel. 

However, the nozzle may be made of any appropriate material and have any suitable dimensions. For instance, the 
internal diameters may be in the ranges 0.05 - 0.35mm (inner); 0.25 - 0.65mm (intermediate); and 0.65 - 0.95mm 

35 (outer), preferably between 0.1 and 0.3mm (inner); 0.3 and 0.6mm (intermediate); and 0.7 and 0.9 mm (outer). The tip 
opening is likely to have an internal diameter in the range 0.1 - 0.3 mm, preferably between 0.18 and 0.25 mm. 

In the apparatus of Figure 1, the supercritical fluid is fed under pressure (at a high flow rate when compared with 
the flow rate of the vehicle) through for example the inner nozzle passage 31 of the nozzle shown in Figure 3, and the 
solution or suspension of the solid of interest in a vehicle (hereinafter referred to as the "liquid") is simultaneously fed 

40 under pressure through the outer passage 41 . It is believed that the high velocity supercritical fluid emerging from the 
orifice 33 causes the liquid emerging from the end of the outer passage 41 to be broken up into droplets from which the 
vehicle is substantially simultaneously extracted by the supercritical fluid to result in the formation of particles of the 
solid previously held in the vehicle. It is to be understood, however, that although it is believed that this is what occurs, 
we do not wish to be bound by this theoretical explanation, and the actual physical processes occurring may not be pre- 

45 cisely as just indicated. 

Also, although a configuration has been described in which the supercritical fluid passes through the inner passage 

31 and the vehicle passes through the outer passage 41 , the configuration may be reversed, with the supercritical fluid 
in the outer passage 41 and the vehicle in the inner passage 31 . Similarly, in the nozzle of Figure 4, any one of the three 
passages may be used to carry any one of a number of desired fluids, as appropriate. 

so The nozzle 20 ensures dispersion of the vehicle containing the solid of interest by the shearing action of the high 
velocity supercritical fluid, and also thorough mixing of the dispersed vehicle with the supercritical fluid which simulta- 
neously extracts the vehicle from the dispersed liquid, resulting in substantially immediate particle formation of the solid 
of interest Because the supercritical fluid and vehicle are introduced coaxially, and dispersion occurs substantially 
simultaneously with vehicle extraction, a very high degree of control is possible of the conditions (e.g. pressure, tem- 

55 perature and flow rate) affecting particle formation, at the exact time when it occurs. 

The particles formed are retained in the particle formation vessel by collecting means 21 . The resultant supercriti- 
cal solution is fed by conduit 16 to a back-pressure regulator 8 and is then fed by conduit 17 to a separation vessel 9 
where it expands to cause the supercritical fluid to separate as a gas from the liquid vehicle. The gas may be fed by 
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conduit 18 to a tank 10 and returned by conduit 19 to the cooler 2. The vehicle may also be collected for sub sequent 
?e use Mel n^ be prided to smooth the flow pulse of fluids produced by pumps 3 and 4, so as to 

eliminate, or at least reduce, any flow pulsations. e,m«critical 

v2s5 6b SSefea is removed for collection of the product and then remitted and re-pressunsed ready for re-use. 
^^^^ 

ticle^e^^^^^ 

worlla cSrfSJ Jem? valves B and H are then closed, driving the flow of supercritical ft* 
£ vSS S^S ^interest are introduced into vessel 6 and the partides formed « *"<£""^ 
I„™SS fluid viawTtve A to collection vessel 25a which contains a particle retention dev.ce. The retention device * 
^ J?S, ^STJSl vesse Ito Sure maximum collection volume. The solid-free supercritical solution (the super- 

sure regulator the supercritical solution expands into a large pressure res.stant vessel (not shown), where 

^ZTnT^J^ZT^^ taKes place, closing va.ves A and G and ^unaneo^n^g 
valv^B an^ H^Sow^ef low of the supercritical solution, emerging from vessel 6. the ^^^^ 
selJIb Ses C and G are opened after flow switching to ensure a high flow of supercntical ft* to ool- 
f^fon ivZTza Te the supercritical solution volume is replaced by a supercritical f lu.d volume. It .s estimated that 
ISS^^XSSS^ of the supercritica. fluid, ensures a dry powder, ^ef^gtime «gen- 
l^irsTort o^ngTo the^t that the particles are occupying the volume of the coUection vesseL After flushing vajves 
^ G are^sed and vatve F (a needle valve) is stowiy opened to depressurise the fu oollert.on vessel 25a Snce 
fheTa^tete^odu^t takes up the vessel volume only a small amount of supercritica. ft* .s d,scharged. ma.nly the 

irte ™,2'2 Removed and the dry powder collected. After refitting and repressing via valve 

C.th^e^ 
uct from vessel 6. is full. 

The benefits of using the apparatus of Figure 2B include: 

1 The elimination of depressing and pressurising steps of the reaction vessel every time product is collected^ 
TtToo^TnSS !£2£ reductions' in the amounts of fluid, being discharged, in particular when us.ng a 
large volume particle formation vessel (scaling up) or expensive high purity gases. 

2. Significant time saving during the flushing (drying) procedure. In a batch ^J»£"l 
small volume of the reaction vessel is occupied by the product and Ihe ""TO^JJJ SJ^SS 
place) is taken up by the supercritica. solution. This mixture will eventually be replaced by at least the same volume 



45 



SO 



55 



8 



EP 0 706 421 B1 



of the supercritical fluid in the flushing procedure, which can therefore take a long time when scaled up. 

3. The environment and workers are less exposed to the products during the recovery step. In some cases it is dif- 
ficult to collect products directly from a large reaction vessel due to handling inconvenience or because the prod- 
ucts of interest are light, oxygen or humidity sensitive which might affect their characteristics or purity. 

It is to be understood that the apparatuses of both Rgures 2A and 2B are within the scope of the present invention, 
and that they may both be used to carry out the method of the invention. 

The invention will now be further illustrated by the following non-limiting examples. 

Examples 1-5 (Introduction) 

Examples 1-8 and 17 relate to the preparation of the compound 4-hydroxy-a 1 -Ht6-(4-phenylbu- 
toxy)hexyl]amino]methy0-1,3-b^ using a 

method and apparatus according to the present invention. Salmeterol xinafoate is a pharmaceutical generally delivered 
by inhalation methods, which needs to be prepared in a crystalline form. The present invention, as illustrated below, 
may be used to prepare the pharmaceutical in an easily handled and easily fluid is ed crystalline form, with a controlled 
particle size and shape, with extremely high purity and in a particular desired polymorphic form. 

Conventionally crystallised salmeterol xinafoate, even after micronisation (fluid milling), exists in a form with poor 
flow characteristics, for example it is cohesive and statically charged, which results in difficulties in handling the drug 
substance in pharmaceutical formulation processes. 

In contrast the present invention may be used to prepare salmeterol xinafoate in a form with a dynamic bulk density 
of less than 0.1 g.cm -3 for instance in the range between 0.01 and 0.1 g.cm" 3 , in particular between 0.01 and 0.075 
g.cm" 3 . 

The dynamic bulk density (W) is indicative of a substance's f luidisability and is defined as: 

100 



where P is the packed bulk density (g.cm -3 ). A is the aerated bulk density (g.cm' 3 ) and C is the compresstoility (%) 
where C is calculated by the equation: 

C = ^X100 



Clearly, therefore, a low figure for W corresponds to a high degree of f luicfisability. 

Thus, when compared against conventionally crystallised salmeterol xinafoate, both before and after micronisation, 
salmeterol xinafoate prepared using the present invention exhibits a signif icantly lower dynamic bulk density than the 
conventionally crystallised salmeterol xinafoate (see Table 2 in Example 1 below). 

It will be appreciated that in the case of an inhaled pharmaceutical, such as salmeterol xinafoate, it is particularly 
desirable to produce a drug substance which is readily fluidisable, thereby potentially improving its inhalation proper- 
ties. 

The salmeterol xinafoate prepared using the present invention is also observed to have improved handling and flu- 
kfising characteristics compared with conventionally crystallised salmeterol xinafoate. Furthermore, its particle size and 
shape can be readily controlled, as illustrated by the electron-micrographs accompanying the examples. 

It has also been found that conventionally crystallised salmeterol xinafoate, when studied by differential scanning 
calorimetry (DSC), shows a transition between two forms (hereinafter "Polymorph I" and "Polymorph II") occurring 
between 120 and 140°C. A DSC profile for conventionally crystallised salmeterol xinafoate showing the characteristic 
two peaks for Polymorphs I and II is shown in Figure 5. 

However, using the present invention, and as described below, salmeterol xinafoate may be prepared in the form 
of pure Polymorph I, characterised by a single endotherm at about 123.5°C recorded by DSC - see Figure 6 and Exam- 
ple 2. Similarly, it may be prepared in the form of pure Polymorph II, characterised by a single endotherm at about 
135.8°C recorded by DSC - see Figure 8 and Example 2. Mixtures of the two polymorphs, in controlled proportions, 
were also achieved in Example 2. 

The prepared polymorphs are also stable, meaning that there is no transition from one polymorph to another 
observed under the DSC conditions. 
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Examples 1-5, illustrating the preparation of such forms of salmeterol xinafoate and their physical properties, were 
carried out using apparatus substantially the same as that illustrated in Figures 1-4, using a 32 ml particle formation 
vessel and a two-passage coaxial nozzle having the following dimensions: 





outer diameter 


inner diameter 


outer tube: 
inner tube: 


1.58mm 
0.63mm 


0.75mm 
0.20mm 



The tip orifice (43 in Figure 3B) was 0.32mm in diameter, and both the inner and outer tubes were made of stainless 
steel. 

Example 1 

Conventionally crystallised salmeterol xinafoate, both before and after micronisation, was compared against salm- 
eterol xinafoate prepared using the method of the present invention, as described above. For sample 1 , the conditions 
used were a 0.63% w/v solution of salmeterol xinafoate in acetone, 300 bar and 45°C. For sample 2, the concfitions 
were a 0.50% w/v solution of salmeterol xinafoate in acetone, 100 bar and 55°C. In each case, the solution flow rate 
was 0.4 ml/min, and supercritical C0 2 was co-introduced into the particle formation vessel at a flow rate of 9 ml/min. 

The dynamic bulk densities for all the samples are shown below in Table 2: 



Table 2 



Sample 


Dynamic Bulk Density 
W (g.cm- 3 ) 


conventionally crystallised salmeterol xinafoate (non-micronised) 


0.312 


conventionally crystallised salmeterol xinafoate (micronised) 


0.137 


salmeterol xinafoate prepared using the present invention (sample 1) 


0.033 


salmeterol xinafoate prepared using the present invention (sample 2) 


0.059 



(The conventionally crystallised salmeterol xinafoate was prepared using the methodology described in Interna- 
tional Patent Specification No. WO 92/09557.) 

Example 2 

Control of Formation of the Polymorphs of Salmeterol Xinafoate 

A solution of salmeterol xinafoate in methanol (0.6% w/v) was co-introduced into the particle formation vessel with 
C0 2 at 300 bar and 45°C via a coaxial nozzle. A dry, easily handlable powder without significant static charge was 
formed. The product was characterised by differential scanning calorimetry (DSC) and by X-ray powder diffraction 
(XRD), and data are shown in Figures 6 and 7. A highly crystalline product with well defined melting point (peak heat 
flow ■ 123.5°C) was obtained. Major intensities in the XRD pattern were observed at 4.2, 17.3 and 24.5 degrees 2 
theta. This material was defined as Polymorph I. 

In another experiment, a solution of salmeterol xinafoate in acetone (0.6% w/v) was co-introduced into the particle 
formation vessel with CQ 2 at 250 bar and 90°C. A dry, easily handlable powder without significant static charge was 
formed. The data from DSC and XRD are shown in Figures 8 and 9. A second polymorph was obtained, defined as Pol- 
ymorph II. This form was crystalline with a well defined melting point (peak heat flow = 135.8°C). A different XRD pat- 
tern from Polymorph I was obtained with a new major intensity at 2.9 degrees 2 theta. The change in working conditions 
led to the formation of a pure, higher melting point phase (Polymorph II) which had previously only been observed, in 
prior known methods of preparing salmeterol xinafoate, after heating Polymorph I at temperatures which caused heat 
induced transition. 

Controlled formation of mixtures of Polymorph I and Polymorph II was also achieved by varying the working condi- 
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tions. DSC and XRD data (see Figures 1 0 to 13) confirm the mixed phase status of these products with increasing Pol- 
ymorph II component as the working temperature was increased. 

Example 3 

5 

Control of Particle Size and Size D istribution 

A solution of salmeterol xinafoate in acetone (0.6% w/v) was co-introduced into the particle formation vessel with 
C0 2 at 200 bar and 55°C. A series of products was obtained by changing the flow rate ratio of salmeterol xinafoate solu- 
10 tion/supercrrtical C0 2 . where the flow rate ratio is defined as: 

(flow rate of vehicle containing the solute) 
(flow rate of supercritical fluid) 

15 

The flow ratio was changed between 0.01 and 0.07, with a flow rate of 9ml/min for the supercritical C0 2 - 
The resultant dry. easily handlable products without significant static charge were examined by scanning electron 
microscopy (SEM) and by laser diffraction (Malvern Mastersizer E) for particle size analysis (see Figures 14 to 17). It 
was found that by decreasing the flow rate ratio of salmeterol xinafoate solution/ supercritical C0 2 . finer particles could 
20 be obtained (see Figures 1 4 and 1 5) than for higher f luid flow rate ratios (see Figures 1 6 and 1 7). The particle size anal- 
ysis data is shown in Table 3 below. 



Table 3 



25 




Mean Particle 
Size(nm) 


%<5nm 


%<10*im 


Uniformity 
Index 




Conventionally crystallised salmeterol 
xinafoate (micronised) 


1-3 


Typically >90 


Typically >95 


13.1 


30 


Salmeterol xinafoate prepared using the 
present invention (sample 1) 


3.85 


66.0 


94.5 


10.2 




Salmeterol xinafoate prepared using the 
present invention (sample 2) 


18.84 


5.7 


16.1 


19.2 



35 

The uniformity index is defined as: 



100 x r particle size at 10% cumulative undersize i 
[particle size at 90% cumulative undersizej 

40 

In another experiment, a solution of salmeterol xinafoate in isopropanol (0.2% w/v) was co-introduced into the par- 
ticle formation vessel with C0 2 at 150 bar and 60°C. The dry, easily handlable product without significant static charge 
was examined by SEM (see Figure 1 8) and found to be composed of needle shaped particles with a maximum particle 
45 dimension of up to 300 microns. 

Thus, by controlling and changing the working conditions of the particle formation process of the present invention, 
salmeterol xinafoate products composed of particles with different particle sizes and size distributions were produced. 

Example 4 

50 

Control of Particle Shape 

A solution of salmeterol xinafoate in 96% ethanof (0.8% w/v) was co-introduced into the particle formation vessel 
with C0 2 at 300 bar and either 50°C or 60°C. The dry, easily handlable products without significant static charge were 
55 examined by SEM. The product obtained at 50°C was composed of blade-like shaped particles with reduced elongation 
(see Figure 19) compared with the acicular, needle shaped particles produced at 60°C (see Rgure 20). 

In another experiment, a solution of salmeterol xinafoate in acetone (0.6% w/v) was co-introduced into the particle 
formation vessel with C0 2 at 200 bar and 50°C. The dry, easily handlable product without significant static charge was 
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examined by SEM (see Figure 21) and the particles were found to be plate-like microcrystalline accretions. 

Thus by controlling the working conditions of the particle formation process, salmeterol xinafoate products having 
different particle shapes may be produced. 

Example 5 

Formation of Particles with S almeterol Xinafoate Deposited onto a Solid Substrate 

A solution of salmeterol xinafoate in methanol (0.6% w/v), also containing a dispersion of silicon dioxide fumed B.P. 
(0 06% w/v) was co-introduced with C0 2 at 300 bar and 45*C into the particle formation vessel. A second methanol 
solution as above but without dispersed silicon dioxide fumed B.R, was similarly co-introduced into the particle forma- 
tion vessel under equivalent working conditions. The resultant dry, easily handlable powdered products without signifi- 
cant static charge were examined by differential scanning calorimetry (DSC) (see Figures 22 and 23) and X-ray powder 
diffraction (XRD) (see Figures 24 and 25). The DSC profile for the sample with salmeterol xinafoate deposited onto the 
silicon dioxide fumed particles (Figure 22) showed a wider melting endotherm with a lower peak heat flow temperature 
than that for the salmeterol xinafoate sample without silicon dioxide fumed, prepared under equivalent conditions (Fig- 
ure 23) The XRD pattern for the sample with salmeterol xinafoate deposited onto the silicon dioxide fumed particles 
(Figure 24) exhibited reduced crystallinity, as indicated by the reduction in measured intensity values, compared to that 
for the salmeterol xinafoate sample without silicon dioxide fumed prepared under equivalent conditions (Figure 25). 

These data indicate the deposition of salmeterol xinafoate onto silicon dioxide particle substrates, using the method 
of the present invention, with changes in the degree of crystallinity of salmeterol xinafoate, compared with samples of 
salmeterol xinafoate prepared under equivalent working conditions without silicon dioxide particles as a solid substrate. 
The example illustrates how the invention may be used to prepare multi-component particulate products, in this case 
containing a substance of interest on a carrier substrate. 

Example 6 

Use of Larop r Scale Apparatus 

Figures 26 and 27 A - F show the construction of a relatively large-scale particle formation vessel 90 which may be 
used in apparatus according to the present invention. The vessel includes an inner reaction chamber 91 and vessel wall 
92 and a screw-threaded end cap 93 engageable with the upper end of wall 92. A lid 94 has a central opening 95 for a 
nozzle assembly and a peripheral opening 96 for an outlet, which will contain a particle retaining device (e.g. a filter). 

In the Figure 27, A - C show the main vessel with its outer wall 92; D shows the end cap 93; E shows the lid 94 and 
F an O-ring seal 97 used to seal the upper end of the reaction chamber 91 . Dimensions in mm are shown for the various 
components. 

Vessel 90 was used with a two-passage nozzle to carry out the method of the present invention to produce salme- 
terol xinafoate. Two SEM photographs (Figures 28 and 29) and an X-ray powder diffraction pattern (Figure 30) are pro- 
vided for the sample obtained. Operating conditions were a 1 .25% w/v solution of salmeterol xinafoate in acetone, at 
100barand60°C. 

Clearly, the present invention may be carried out using relatively large-scale apparatus and still be effective in the 
controlled formation of particle products. 

Example 7 

Effect of Operating Con ditions on Particle Size 

The invention was carried out in a similar manner to that described in Examples 1 - 5, using a particle formation 
vessel of 50 ml capacity and a two-passage nozzle, in order to produce particles of salmeterol xinafoate. The effects of 
changing temperature, pressure and supercritical fluid flow rate, on the mean size of the product particles, were inves- 
tigated. The results are shown in Figures 31 - 33. 

Figure 31 is a graph of mean particle size diameter (microns), measured using the Malvern sizing technique, ver- 
sus temperature (°C) in the particle formation vessel. The salmeterol xinafoate was precipitated at 300 bar from ace- 
tone. The quoted flow rates represent acetone/salmeterol solution flow rates at a constant C0 2 flow of 9 ml/mm. 

Figure 32 shows the effect of vessel pressure on particle size at four different temperatures. Row rates were 0.1 
ml/min for the acetone solution and 9 ml/min for the C0 2 - 

Figure 33 shows a graph of C0 2 ("SF") flow rate versus particle size, the salmeterol xinafoate being precipitated 
from acetone at an acetone/salmeterol solution flow rate of 0.3 ml/min and a 1.25% w/v concentration. The operating 
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temperature was 60°C, the pressure 120 bar. 
Example 8 

Use of Three- Passage Nozzle 

The above examples were aJi carried out using apparatus similar to that shown in Figure 1 . and a two-passage inlet 
nozzle of the type shown in Figures 3A and 3B. In contrast, the present example was carried out using a three-passage 
inlet nozzle of the type shown in Figure 4, having the following dimensions: 





External diameter 


Internal diameter 


Outer tube 70 


1.54 mm 


0.75 mm 


Intermediate tube 60 


0.70 mm 


0.35 mm 


Inner tube 50 


0.30 mm 


0.15 mm 


Nozzle opening: 0.22 rr 


tm internal diameter. 





All tubes of the nozzle were made of stainless steel. The particle formation vessel used had a capacity of 32 ml. 

A sample of salmeterol xinafoate was prepared from a 0.5% w/v acetone solution at 200 bar and 50°C, using an 
acetone/salmeterol solution flow rate of 0.2 rrrf/min through the intermediate nozzle passage, and a C0 2 flow rate 
through the inner and outer nozzle passages of 5 ml/min. Figure 34 shows X-ray data for the sample obtained. 

Other samples have been prepared using the same three-passage nozzle. 

Example 9 

Preparation of Particulate Polystyrene 

This example illustrates the use of the present invention to prepare particulate samples of polymers. 

A polystyrene powder (molecular weight 280,000, Aldrich Chemicals) was dissolved in toluene to prepare a 0.18% 
w/v solution. Apparatus similar to that shown in Figure 1, using a two-passage nozzle and a 50 ml particle formation 
vessel, was operated at 100 bar and 40°C using C0 2 at a flow rate of 7 ml/min and a toluene/polystyrene solution flow 
rate of 0.2 ml/min. A fine, white powder was obtained as a product. 

A similar product was obtained using a second polystyrene powder (molecular weight 450,000, Aldrich Chemicals) 
as the starting material. 

Example 10 

Preparation of a Salmeterol Xinafoate and Polymer Matrix 

An acetone solution containing 0.45% w/v of salmeterol xinafoate and 0.05% w/v hydroxypropylcellulose (Klucel 
SL) was prepared and fed into apparatus similar to that shown in Figure 1. using a two-passage nozzle and a 50 ml 
particle formation vessel. The operating conditions were 120 bar and 60°C. with flow rates of 0.4 ml/min for the salme- 
terol/pdymer solution and 9 ml/min for the supercritical C0 2 . A fine, white powder containing 10% w/w hydroxypropyl- 
celluiose in salmeterol xinafoate was obtained as a product 

A product of similar appearance, but containing 20% w/w hydroxypropylcellulose, was also prepared from a second 
solution, using the same operating conditions as for the first product 

Figures 35 and 36 are X-ray powder diffraction patterns for the first and second samples respectively. Increasing 
disturbance of the crystalline salmeterol xinafoate can be seen with increasing hydroxypropylcellulose content, confirm- 
ing the inclusion of the polymer matrix material into the sample. 

This example thus illustrates how the present invention may be used to prepare multi-component particles, in this 
case of a pharmaceutical with a polymer matrix The incorporated second component may be a pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable carrier such as a polymer (eg. starch or hydroxypropylcellulose). silicon dioxide, sorbitol, mannitol or lac- 
tose. It may be used to modify the dissolution performance or other properties of a drug or similar substance 
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Example 1 1 

Preparation of Cobaltous Nitrate 

This example demonstrates the use of the present invention to prepare particulate inorganic, as well as organic, 
products. This suggests the usefulness of the invention in preparing, for example, dyestuffs, explosives, photographic 
materials and other inorganic products where improved control over particle properties may be required. 

A 0.25% w/v solution of cobaltous nitrate (Co(N0 3 ) 2 .6H 2 0) (BDH Chemicals) in acetone was prepared, and fed to 
a 50 ml particle formation apparatus similar to that shown in Figure 1 . using a three-passage nozzle. The operating con- 
ditions were 100 bar and 35°C, a solution flow rate of 0.2 ml/min through the intermediate nozzle passage and a super- 
critical C0 2 flow rate through the outer and inner nozzle passages of 9 ml/min. The product obtained was a free-flowing 
pink powder. 

Example 12 

Preparation of Nickel Chloride Hexahvdrat e 

This example again illustrates the preparation of an inorganic compound using the method of the invention. 

A 0.85% w/v solution of nickel chloride hexahydrate, NiCI 2 .6H 2 0 (Sigma Chemicals) in absolute ethanol was intro- 
duced into a 32 ml particle formation vessel using a three-passage nozzle. The operating conditions were 100 bar and 
60°C, a solution flow rate of 0.3 ml/min in the intermediate nozzle passage and a supercritical C0 2 flow rate (in the inner 
and outer nozzle passages) of 6.5 ml/min. The product collected was a very fine, free flowing powder. 

Example 13 

Enhancemen t of Purity of a Particulate Product 

This example shows how the method of the invention may be used to enhance the purity of a particulate product, 
on precipitation of the product from a solution containing impurities. 

0.2022 g of salmeterol xinafoate was mixed with 0.0242 g of salicylic acid, analar grade (BDH Chemicals Ltd. UK) 
(the "impurity"), dissolved in 60 ml of absolute ethanol and fed to a 50 ml particle formation vessel through a two-pas- 
sage nozzle. The operating conditions were 200 bar and 50°C; a solution (10.69% w/w salicylic acid in salmeterol) flow 
rate of 0.3 ml/min; and a supercritical C0 2 flow rate of 9 ml/min. 

The product a white fluffy powder, was collected and analysed using HPLC. The analysis was carried out utilising 
a Pye Unicam PU4015 HPLC system (Pye Unicam Ltd, UK), and a column 150 x 4.6 mm packed with 5 micron 
Spherisorb ODS2 (Jones Chromatography, UK). The mobile phase consisted of acetonitrile, 0.1 M aqueous ammonium 
acetate and 0.1M aqueous sodium dodecyl sulphate (52:2454 v/v) and the pH was adjusted to 3.8 with glacial acetic 
acid. The flow rate of the mobile phase was 2.0 ml/min. The injection volume of the sample solutions prepared (5 mg/ml 
± o.5 mg concentration) was 20 ul and the UV detector was set at 278 nm and the integrator (Hewlett Packard 
HP3394A) at an attenuation of 8. 

Figure 37 "is an HPLC chromatogram for the pure salmeterol xinafoate used in the experiment Figure 38 is an 
HPLC chromatogram for the pure salicylic acid used. Figure 39 is an HPLC chromatogram for the salmeterol/salicylic 
acid solution fed into the particle formation vessel, and Figure 40 an HPLC chromatogram for the product obtained 
through carrying out the method of the invention. 

Figures 39 and 40 reveal a significant improvement, following use of the method of the invention, in the purity of the 
salmeterol xinafoate, and an important reduction in the salicylic acid concentration from 10.69% w/w to less than 0.8% 
w/w. This confirms the ability of the technique provided by the invention to extract, selectively, one or more impurities 
from a sample and hence to enhance the purity of a desired particulate product 

Example 14 

Preparatio n of Lactose 

In this example, the method of the invention was used to prepare lactose, but using two vehicles instead of one. 
Lactose is a water-soluble sugar, but water would be unsuitable as the only vehicle because it is insoluble in. and hence 
could not be extracted into, supercritical C0 2 . Instead, a solution of lactose in a relatively small amount of water and a 
relatively large amount of a second vehicle, methanol, which is both miscible with water and soluble in supercritical 
C0 2 . was used. The solution was introduced with supercritical C0 2 through a three-passage nozzle. It is thought that 
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the miscible water and methanol are extracted together into the supercritical C0 2 , despite the insolubility of water in the 
supercritical fluid. 

0.3 g of alpha-lactose monohydrate was dissolved in 2 ml de-ionised water, 98 ml of methanol was added to the 
aqueous solution and introduced into a 32 ml particle formation vessel through a three-passage nozzle. The operating 
conditions were 270 bar and 70°C, a solution flow rate (in the intermediate nozzle passage) of 0.5 ml/min and a super- 
critical C0 2 flow rate (in the inner and outer passages) of 7.5 ml/min. The product (a fine white powder) was collected 
at the end of the experiment. An SEM micrograph and XRD pattern for the product are shown in Figures 41 and 42 
respectively. 

In another similar experiment, a 0.5% w/v solution of alpha-lactose monohydrate in methanol water (95:5 v/v) was 
prepared and delivered to a 50 ml high pressure particle formation vessel via a two-passage nozzle. The working con- 
ditions were 150 bar and 50°C, with a flow rate of 0.7 ml/min for the solution and 9 ml/min for the supercritical C0 2 . The 
collected product was a free flowing, fine white powder. Figures 43 and 44 show an SEM micrograph and XRD pattern 
respectively for this product. 

The SEM micrographs reveal a marked difference in the shape of the lactose particles prepared under the different 
operating conditions. The XRD patterns indicate the crystalline nature of the products. 

Lactose is commonly used as a carrier for pharmaceuticals, in particular for drugs to be delivered by inhalation 
methods. It is thus extremely useful to be able to use the method of the present invention to prepare lactose particles 
in a controlled manner, despite the difficulty of dissolving lactose in organic solvents. 

Example 15 

Preparation of Protein Particles 

In this example, the method of the invention was used to prepare the water-soluble protein R-TEM betalactamase. 
again using two vehicles but in a different manner. An aqueous protein solution was co-introduced into a particle forma- 
tion vessel with a second vehicle, ethanol, which is both miscible with water and soluble in supercritical CO2. The two 
fluids were introduced, with the supercritical C0 2 , through a three-passage nozzle, in such a way that contact between 
the aqueous solution and the ethanol, dispersion of the solution and the ethanol and extraction of the water and the eth- 
anol ail occurred substantially simultaneously. It is thought that the aqueous solution and the ethanol "mixed" on con- 
tact, and that the water and ethanol were then extracted together into the supercritical C0 2 , despite the insolubility of 
water in the supercritical fluid. 

A 0.25% w/v solution of R-TEM beta-lactamase (kindly provided by the Centre for Applied Microbiology, Porton 
Down, Salisbury SP4 0JG, batch number 1TEM1L88) in de-ionised water was fed to a 32 ml particle formation vessel 
via the inner passage of a three-passage nozzle, at a flow rate of 0.04 ml/min. Absolute ethanol was co-introduced 
through the intermediate nozzle passage at a rate of 0.4 ml/min and supercritical C0 2 through the outer passage at a 
rate of 8 ml/min. 

Here, the use of a three-passage nozzle allowed the aqueous protein solution to be mixed with the ethanol imme- 
diately prior to dispersion of the two vehicles by the supercritical fluid. The contact time between the aqueous and the 
organic fluids was so short that the risk of protein unfolding or denaturing was minimal. 

The particulate product formed retained substantial enzymatic activity when tested colorimetrically using the chro- 
mogenic cephalosporin Nitrocefin (Oxoid, Unipath Limited, Basingstoke, Hampshire, England) and the assay method 
of O'Callaghan [O'Callaghan, C.H., Morris, A., Kirby, S. and Shingler, A.H., Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy 
Vol. 1 , pp 283-288 (1972)J. This illustrates the use of the method and apparatus of the invention in preparing particulate 
protein products in a controlled manner, even where the proteins are insoluble in organic solvents. 

Example 16 

Preparation of a Salmeterol Xinafoate an d Polymer Matrix (Alternative Method) 

A similar experiment to Example 10 was carried out, but using a three-passage nozzle to co-introduce separate 
solutions of the salmeterol xinafoate and hydroxyprcpylcellulose, so as to allow mixing of the two components immedi- 
ately prior to particle formation. 

Two separate solutions in acetone were prepared: hydroxypropylcellulose (Wucel SL) at 0.05% w/v and salmeterol 
xinafoate at 0.45% w/v. These were co-introduced with supercritical C0 2 into a 32 ml particle formation vessel. The 
working conditions were 120 bar and 60°C. The flow rates were 9 ml/min for the C0 2 (inner nozzle passage); 0.2 ml/min 
for the polymer solution (intermediate passage); and 0.2 ml/min for the salmeterol solution (outer passage). 

This use of the three-passage nozzle allows the two reactants (drug and polymer) to be rapidly mixed in situ prior 
to their dispersion by the supercritical fluid. 
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A white fluffy powder was obtained as a product. A product of similar appearance was obtained using a 0.1% w/v 
solution of hydroxypropylcellulose and a 0.4% w/v solution of salmeterol xinafoate. Figures 45 and 46 are XRD patterns 
for the first and second products respectively. Increasing disturbance of the crystalline salmeterol xinafoate can be seen 
with increasing polymer content, confirming the inclusion of the polymer matrix material into the product. 

The XRD patterns are comparable to those obtained in Example 10. This supports the belief that rapid mixing of 
the two materials takes place in situ, before dispersion by the supercritical fluid, when using the three-passage nozzle 
in this way. 

Example 17 

Reproducibility of the Invention 

Two different solutions of salmeterol xinafoate in acetone (0.6% w/v) were made. Each solution was co-introduced 
with 0O 2 at 300 bar and 35°C via a coaxial nozzle into apparatus of the type shown in Figure 1 , on two different days. 
The flow rates used were 0.2 ml/min for the salmeterol solution and 6 ml/min for the supercritical C0 2 . The crystallised 
salmeterol xinafoate provided from each solution was examined for particle size, size distribution, crystal shape and 
twin impinger performance. 

al Particle size and distribution 

The particle size and distribution was determined by laser diffraction (Malvern Mastersizer), see Table 5. 



Table 5 





Mean Particle Size 
(Microns) 


%<5 microns 


%<10 microns 


Uniformity Index 


SSample A 


7.2 


31.6 


67.8 


9 


SSample B 


7.7 


28.3 


64.5 


9 



b) Crystal shape 

The crystal shape was examined by SEM, see Figures 47 and 48. 

c) Twin Impinger Performance 

The particle size distribution of the salmeterol xinafoate may be measured using conventional techniques, for 
example by laser diffraction or by the Twin Impinger" analytical process. As used herein reference to the Twin 
Impinger" assay means "Determination of the deposition of the emitted dose in pressurised inhalations using appa- 
ratus A", as defined in British Pharmacopoeia 1988, pages A202-207, Appendix XVII C, as applied to a dry powder 
inhalation formulation. Such techniques enable the "respirable fraction" of the particulate substance to be calcu- 
lated. As used herein reference to "respirabJe fraction" means the amount of active ingredient collected in the lower 
impingement chamber per actuation expressed as a percentage of the total amount of active ingredient delivered 
per actuation using the twin impinger method described above. 

In this experiment, a small quantity of drug was filled into each blister of a 4-Wister dry powder pack 
(Rotadisk™). The contents of each blister were emptied, via a dry powder inhaler device (Diskhaler™), into the Twin 
Impinger apparatus set to an airflow rate of 60 litres per minute. Each stage of the Twin Impinger apparatus con- 
tained a quantity of dissolving agent methanol (stage 1, 7m! and stage 2, 30ml). The blister and inhaler device 
were washed with methanol and the resultant solution made up to 50ml. The stage 1 of the Twin Impinger appara- 
tus was washed with methanol and the resultant solution made up to 100ml. The stage 2 of the Twin Impinger appa- 
ratus was washed with methanol and the resultant solution made up to 100ml. The solutions were diluted by 10:1 
with methanol. The diluted solutions were assayed by UV spectrophotometry and the quantity of drug delivered to 
each stage of the Twin Impinger apparatus was calculated. The results are shown in Table 6. 
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Table 6 





Drug Deposition as a % of 
Total Drug Recovered 


Sample 


Device 


Stage 1 


Stage 2 


Conventionally crystallised salmeterol xinafoate (micronised) 


17.0 


72.8 


10.2 


Salmeterol xinafoate prepared according to the present invention, Sample A 


24.4 


57.6 


18.0 


Salmeterol xinafoate prepared according to the present invention, Sample B 


20.7 


56.2 


23.1 



The stage 2 deposition represents the fine particle mass (respirable dose) reaching the deep lung. Salmeterol xin- 
afoate prepared using the present invention shows superior stage 2 deposition. This indicates the improved flow prop- 
15 erties, f luidisabiiity and reduced static of the supercritical fluid crystallised salmeterol xinafoate. 

An interesting feature of the drug prepared using the present invention is that the supercritical fluid crystallized sal- 
meterol xinafoate with a particle size greater than that of conventionally crystallized salmeterol xinafoate (micronised) 
gives higher deposition (respirable dose) in the stage 2 of the Twin Impinger. 

The results from the particle size analysis, crystal shape and Twin Impinger show that the process of the invention 
20 is essentially reproducible when using the same crystallising parameters. 

The above examples show how the apparatus and method of the present invention can be used to produce partic- 
ulate products of various types in a highly controlled manner. It will be appreciated that the invention can have much 
wider applications, including for instance: 

25 * to produce controlled size and shape particles of products for use in the pharmaceutical, photographic, ceramics, 
explosives/propel lants, dyestuffs and food industries and others, especially of products which decompose or are 
otherwise compromised when subjected to conventional particle formation and milling techniques. 

* to produce solid, stable forms of molecules and macromolecules which are difficult to process or freeze dry (e.g. 
30 proteins, peptides and polymers generally). 

* to produce a particular polymorphic form of a compound or to separate and/or enrich mixtures of isomers (including 
optical isomers) or polymorphs. 

35 * to purify drugs and other products, by removal of trace impurities (including solvents) using controlled selective pre- 
cipitation (i.e. using the invention to precipitate the impurities themselves). 

* to coat substrates in a controlled manner, including with thin film liquid coatings. 

40 * to control "doping" of compounds in products based on crystal lattices, or to produce intimate blends of two or more 
products. 

* to prepare completely new phases or materials under conditions not achievable using conventional particle forma- 
tion techniques. 

45 

Claims 

1 . Apparatus for use in the formation of a particulate product, the apparatus comprising a particle formation vessel (6) 
and inlet means (20) for the co-introduction, into the vessel, of a supercritical fluid and a solution or suspension of 

so at least one substance in a vehicle, the inlet means comprising a first passage (31) for introduction of the supercrit- 
ical fluid and a second passage (41) for introduction of the solution or suspension, the first and second passages 
and their respective outlets (33, 43) being arranged relative to one another such that, in use, supercritical fluid intro- 
duced through the first passage and solution or suspension introduced through the second passage both enter the 
particle formation vessel at the same point, which is substantially the same as the point at which they meet and 

55 such that the flow of supercritical fluid can act to disperse the solution or suspension at the point where the fluids 
meet and enter the particle formation vessel; 

the apparatus further comprising means (7) for controlling the temperature in the vessel and means (8) for con- 
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trolling the pressure in the vessel as the solution or suspension and the supercritical fluid are introduced; 
wherein the inlet means comprises a coaxial nozzle (20). the outlet end of which cmrnr^ ^** inte- 
rior of the particle formation vessel, the nozzle having coaxial passages (31. 41) which terminate adjacent to 
one another at the outlet end. 

2. Apparatus according to claim 1 . additionally comprising means (21 ) for the collection and/or retention of the partic- 
ulate product in the particle formation vessel. 

3. Apparatus according to claim 1 or claim 2. wherein the nozzle has three coaxial passages, an inner (51). an inter- 
mediate (61) and an outer (71). 

4 Apparatus according to any one of the preceding claims, additionally comprising means for recovering thefluid mix- 
tureremaining after particle formation, from the particle formation vessel; means tor separating the components of 
the mixture; and optionally means for recycling one or more of said components back into the apparatus. 

5. Apparatus according to any one of the preceding claims, comprising more than one particle formation vessel and/or 
more than one means tor the collection of the particulate product either in the particle formation vessel or down- 
stream therefrom, to allow for substantially continuous operation of the apparatus through switching from one par- 
ticle formation vessel or collection means to another as required. 

6. Apparatus accoiding to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the opening at the outlet end of the nozzle has a 
diameter in the range of 0.05 to 2mm. 

7. Apparatus according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the angle of taper at the outlet end of the nozzle 
is approximately 30°. 

8 Method for the formation of a particulate product, in which a supercritical fluid and a solution or suspension of at 
least one substance in a vehicle are introduced into a particle formation vessel (6) through respective inlet pas- 
sages (31 41) the solution or suspension being dispersed in the vessel (6) and the supercritical fluid acting on the 
dispersion to extract the vehicle and cause precipitation of particles containing said substance, 
characterised in that 

(a) the flows of the supercritical fluid and the solution or suspension both enter the vessel (6) from said pas- 
sages (31 41) at the same point, which is substantially the same as the point at which they meet; 

(b) the inlet means is ananged such that the shearing action of the supercritical fluid flow ensures dispersion 
of the solution or suspension, and that the supercritical fluid can simultaneously extract the vehicle from the 
solution or suspension, at the point where the fluids meet; 

(c) the pressure and temperature are controlled in the vessel (6) so as to allow particle formation to occur in 
the vessel at said point where the fluids meet; and 

(d) the supercritical fluid is fed into the inlet means at a high f tow rate compared to that of the vehicle. 

9. Method according to claim 8. wherein the fluids are co-introduced into the particle ^^^^Sinl^i^ 
coaxial nozzle (20) the outlet end of which communicates with the interior of the vessel, the nozzle having coaxial 
passages (31 . 41) which terminate adjacent to one another at the outlet end. at least one of the passages serving 
to carry a flow of the supercritical fluid and at least one of the passages serving to carry a flow of the solution or 
suspension. 

10 Method according to claim 8 or claim 9, additionally comprising controlling one or more of: the flow rate of the 
supercritical fluid and/or the solution or suspension; and the concentration of the substance(s) in the solution or 
suspension. 

11. Method according to any one of claims 8-10. wherein the ratio of the solution or suspension flow rate to the super- 
critical fluid flow rate is between 0.001 and 0.1 . 

12. Method according to any one of claims 8-1 1 . wherein the supercritical fluid contains one or more modifiers. 

13. Method according to any one of claims 8-12. wherein the product to be formed is a pharmaceutical compound. 
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14. Method according to any one of claims 8-13, additionally comprising the step of recovering and optionally recycling 
the vehicle and/or the supercritical fluid following particle formation. 

Patentanspruche 

5 

1. Vorrichtung zur Verwendung bei der Bildung eines Produkts in Form von Teilchen, wobei die Vorrichtung ein Teil- 
chenbildungsgefaB (6) und EinlaBmittel (20) zum gleichzeitigen Einbringen eines uberkritischen Fluids und einer 
Losung oder Suspension zumindest einer Substanz in einem Vehikel in das GefaB umfaBt. wobei das EinlaBmittel 
einen erst en Durchgang (31) zum Einbringen des uberkritischen Fluids und einen zweiten Durchgang (41) zum 

io Einbringen der Losung oder Suspension umfaBt wobei der erste und der zweite Durchgang und ihre jeweiligen 
Auslasse (33, 43) relativ zueinander so angeordnet sind, daB durch den ersten Durchgang eingebrachtes uberkri- 
tisches Fluid und durch den zweiten Durchgang eingebrachte Losung oder Suspension in Betrieb beide am glei- 
chen Punkt in das TeilchenbildungsgefaB eintreten, der im wesentiichen der gleiche Punkt wie jener ist, wo sie 
einander treffen, und zwar so, daB der RuB des uberkritischen Fluids bewirken kann, daB die Losung oder Sus- 

15 pension an dem Punkt wo die Ruids einander treffen und in das TeilchenbildungsgefaB eintreten, dispergiert wird; 

wobei die Vorrichtung weiters Mittel (7) zum Regulieren der Temperatur im GefaB und Mittel (8) zum Regufie- 
ren des D rucks im GefaB umfassen, wenn die Losung oder Suspension und das uberkritische Ruid einge- 
bracht werden, worin das EinlaBmittel eine koaxiale Duse (20) umfaBt, deren AuslaBende mit dem Inneren des 
20 TeilchenbildungsgefaBes kommuniziert, wobei die Duse koaxiale Durchgange (31. 41) aufweist, die am Aus- 

laBende nebeneinander enden.. 

2. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 . die zusatziich Mittel (21 ) zum Sammeln und/oder ZurOckhalten des Teilchenprodukts 
im TeilchenbildungsgefaB umfaBt. 

25 

3. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, worin die Duse drei koaxiale Durchgange, einen inneren (51), einen mittleren 
(61) und einen auBeren (71), aufweist. 

4. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorangegangenen AnsprOche, die zusatziich Mittel zum ZurOckgewinnen des nach der 
30 Teilchenbildung zuruckbleibenden Fluidgemischs aus dem TeilchenbildungsgefaB; Mittel zum Trennen der Kbmpo- 

nenten des Gemischs; und gegebenerrfalls Mittel zum Zuruckfuhren einer oder mehrerer der Komponenten in die 
Vorrichtung umfaBt 

5. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorangegangenen AnsprOche, umfassend mehr als ein TeilchenbildungsgefaB 
35 und/oder mehr als ein Mittel zum Sammeln des Teilchenprodukts errtweder im TeilchenbildungsgefaB oder stromab 

davon, um den im wesentiichen kontinuierlichen Betrieb der Vorrichtung durch Umschalten von einem Teilchenbil- 
dungsgefaB oder Sammelmittel zu einem anderen zu ermOglichen, falls erforderlich. 

6. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorangegangenen AnsprOche, worin die Offnung am AuslaBende der Duse einen 
40 Durchmesser im Bereich von 0,05 bis 2 mm aufweist 

7. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorangegangenen AnsprOche, worin der Verjungungswinkel am AuslaBende der Duse 
etwa 30° betragt 

45 8. Verfahren zur Bildung eines Teilchenprodukts, bei dem ein Oberkrrtisches Fluid und eine Losung oder Suspension 
zumindest einer Substanz in einem Vehikel Ober jeweilige EinlaBdurchgange (31, 41) in ein TeilchenbildungsgefaB 
(6) eingebracht werden. wobei die Losung oder Suspension im GefaB (6) cfispergiert wird und das uberkritische 
Fluid so auf die Dispersion einwirkt, daB es das Vehikel extrahiert und Fallung von Teilchen bewirken, die die Sub- 
stanz enthalten, 

so dadurch gekermzeichnet daB 

(a) die StrOme des uberkritischen Fluids und der Losung oder Suspension aus den Durchgangen (31. 41) 
beide am gleichen Punkt in das GefaB (6) eintreten, der im wesentiichen der gleiche wie der Punkt ist. an dem 
sie einander treffen; 

ss (b) das EinlaBmittel so angeordnet ist, daB die Scherwirkung des Stroms des uberkritischen Ruids die Disper- 

sion der Losung oder Suspension gewahrleistet und daB das Oberkritische Ruid an dem Punkt wo cfie Ruids 
einander treffen, gleichzeitig das Vehikel aus der Losung oder Suspension extrahieren kann; 
(c) der Druck und die Temperatur im GefaB (6) so reguliert werden, daB an dem Punkt, wo die Ruids einander 
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treffen, Teilchenbildung ermoglicht wird; und 

(d) das Oberkritische Fluid dem EinlaBmittel mit einer im Vergleich zu jener des Vehikels hohen Stromungsge- 
schwindigkeit zugefOhrt wird. 

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, worin die Ruids gleichzeitig in das TeilchenbildungsgefaB (6) eingebracht werden. 
wobei eine koaxiale Duse (20) verwendet wird, deren AuslaBende mit dem Inneren des GefaBes kommuniziert, 
wobei die Duse koaxiale Durchgange (31, 41) aufweist, die nebeneinander am AuslaBende enden. wobei zumin- 
dest einer der Durchgange dazu dient. einen Strom des uberkritischen Ruids zu leiten. und zumindest einer der 
Durchgange dazu dient, einen Strom der Losung oder Suspension zu leiten. 

1 0. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8 oder 9, das zusatzlich die Regulierung eines oder mehrerer fotgender Faktoren umfeBt: 
der Stromungsgeschwindigkeit des uberkritischen Ruids und/oder der Losung oder Suspension; und die Konzen- 
tration der Substanz(en) in der Losung oder Suspension. 

11. Verfahren nach einem der Anspruche 8 bis 10, worin das Verhartnis zwischen der Stromungsgeschwindigkeit der 
Losung oder Suspension und der Stromungsgeschwindigkeit des uberkritischen Fluids zwischen 0,001 und 0,1 
liegt. 

1 2. Verfahren nach einem der Anspruche 8 bis 1 1 , worin das Oberkritische Ruid einen oder mehrere Modrf ikatoren ent- 
hart 



13. Verfahren nach einem der Anspruche 8 bis 12. worin das zu bildende Produkt eine pharmazeutische Verbindung 

ist. 

14. Verfahren nach einem der AnsprOche 8 bis 1 3, das zusatzlich den Schritt der ROckgewinnung und gegebenenfalls 
des ZuruckfOhrens des Vehikels und/oder des uberkritischen Ruids nach der Teilchenbildung umfaBt. 

Revendications 

1 . Appareil servant a la formation d'un produit sous forme de particules, I'appareil comprenant un recipient de forma- 
tion de particules (6) et un moyen ©"entree (20) pour Hntroduction conjointe dans le recipient d'un fluide supercriti- 
que et d'une solution ou suspension d'au moins une substance dans un vehicule, le moyen d'entree comprenant 
un premier passage (31) pour (Introduction du fluide supercritique et un deuxieme passage (41) pour llrrtroduction 
de la solution ou de la suspension, le premier et le deuxieme passages et leurs sorties respectives (33, 43) etant 
disposees relativement I'une par rapport a I'autre de telle maniere que, en fonctionnement, le fluide supercritique 
introduit a travers le premier passage et la solution ou la suspension introduce a travers le deuxieme passage 
penetrent tous deux dans le recipient de formation de particules au meme point, qui est substantieliement le meme 
que le point auquel ils se rencontrent et tel que recoupment du fluide supercritique peut agir pour dispenser la solu- 
tion ou la suspension au point ou les f luides se rencontrent et penetrent dans le recipient de formation de particu- 
les; I'appareil comprenant en outre un moyen (7) pour controler la temperature dans le recipient et un moyen (8) 
pour controler la pression dans le recipient durant ['introduction de la solution ou de la suspension et du fluide 
supercritique, dans lequei le moyen d'entree comprend une tubulure coaxiale (20), dont rextremite de I'orifice de 
sortie communique avec llnterieur du recipient de formation de particules, la tubulure ayant des passages 
coaxiaux (31 , 41) qui aboutissent dans des positions aajacentes a I'extremite de I'orif ice de sortie. 

2. Appareil suivant la revendication 1, comprenant en plus un moyen (21) de collecte et/ou de retention du produit 
sous forme de particules dans le recipient de formation de particules. 

3. Appareil suivant la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequei la tubulure possede trois passages coaxiaux, un passage inte- 
rieur (51 ). un passage intermediate (61 ) et un passage exterieur (71 ). 

4. Appareil suivant I'une quelconque des revendications precedentes, comprenant en plus un moyen pour recuperer 
le melange de f luides restart dans le recipient de formation de particules apres la formation des particules, un 
moyen pour separer les composants du melange et, en option, un moyen pour recycler un ou plusieurs desdits 
composants pour les renvoyer dans I'appareil. 

5. Appareil suivant I'une quelconque des revendications precedentes. comprenant plus d'un recipient de formation de 
particules et/ou plus d'un moyen de collecte du produit sous forme de particules soit dans le recipient de formation 
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de particules sort en aval de celui-ci. afin de permettre le fonctionnement sensiblement continu de I'appareil par 
commutation d*un recipient de formation de particules ou d*un moyen de collecte sur un autre selon necessite. 

6. Appareil suivant Tune quelconque des revendications precedentes, dans lequel I'ouverture a I'extremite de I'orifice 
de sortie de la tubulure a un diametre dans la plage de 0,05 a 2 mm. 

7. Appareil suivant Tune quelconque des revendications precedentes, dans lequel I'angle de conicite a I'extremite de 
I'orifice de sortie de la tubulure est d'approximativement 30°. 

8. Precede pour la formation d'un produit sous forme de particules, dans lequel un f luide supercritique et une solution 
ou une suspension d'au moins une substance dans un vehicule sorrt introduits dans un recipient de formation de 
particules (6) a travers des passages cf entree respectifs (31 , 41), la solution ou la suspension etant dispersee dans 
le recipient (6) et le fluide supercritique agissant sur la dispersion pour extraire le vehicule et provoquer la precipi- 
tation des particules contenant ladite substance, caracterise en ce que (a) les ecouJements du fluide supercritique 
et de la solution ou de la suspension penetrent tous deux dans le recipent (6) par lesdrts passages (31, 41) au 
meme point, qui est sensiblement le meme que le point auquel ils se rencontrent; (b) le moyen d'entree est dispose 
de telle fagon que {'action de cisaillement de recoupment du fluide supercritique assure la dispersion de la solution 
ou de la suspension et que le fluide supercritique extrait simultanement le vehicule de la solution ou de la suspen- 
sion au point ou les fluid es se rencontrent; (c) la pression et la temperature sorrt contrdlees dans le recipient (6) de 
facon a permettre a la formation de particules de se produire dans le recipient audit point ou les fluides se rencon- 
trent; et (d) le fluide supercritique est introduit dans le moyen d'entree a un debit eleve en comparaison avec celui 
du vehicule. 

9. Precede suivant la revendication 8, dans lequel les fluides sort introduits conjointement dans le recipient de forma- 
tion de particules (6) a Paide cfune tubulure coaxiale (20) dont I'extremite de I'orifice de sortie communique avec 
I'interieur du recipient, la tubulure ayant des passages coaxiaux (31, 41) qui aboutissent dans des positions adja- 
centes a I'extremite de I'orifice de sortie, au moins un des passages servant a transporter un ecoUement du fluide 
supercritique et au moins un des passages servant a transporter un ecoulement de la solution ou de la suspension. 

10. Precede suivant la revendication 8 ou la revencfication 9, comprenant en plus le control e cfune grandeur ou plus 
parmi: le debit du fluide supercritique et/ou de la solution ou de la suspension; et la concentration de la ou des 
substances dans la solution ou la suspension. 

11. Precede suivant I'une quelconque des revendications 8-10, dans lequel le rapport du debit de la solution ou de la 
suspension sur le debit du fluide supercritique est compris entre 0,001 et 0,1 . 

1 2. Precede suivant Tune quelconque des revendications 8-1 1 , dans lequel le fluide supercritique contient un ou plu- 
sieurs agents modrf icateurs. 

13. Precede suivant Tune quelconque des revendications 8-12, dans lequel le produit a former est un compose phar- 
maceutique. 

14. Precede suivant I'une quelconque des revendications 8-13, comprenant en plus I'etape de recuperer et, a titre 
optionnel, de recycler le vehicule et/ou le fluide supercritique apres la formation des particules. 
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